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 Message   from   Mr.   LaFrance   
    

Happy   December   Oakland   families   and   friends,   
    

When   the   days   are   short   and   you   haven’t   recovered   from   the   
exhaustion   of   a   fall   school   year   of   COVID,   look   for   the   light.   
Welcome   to   December,   our   middle   of   the   school   year   check-in.     
Can   you   believe   we   are   hitting   the   mid-year   time   of   your   child’s   
school   year?   I   know,   it   may   not   feel   like   it   based   on   everything   we   
have   been   through   in   2020.   This   year   has   looked   quite   different   
and   we   are   wanting   to   share   what   we   have   seen   so   far   this   year.   
We   will   be   sharing   progress   reports   of   our   students   and   their   
successes   so   far.   
Time   for   a   self-assessment.    How   are   you   doing   as   a   family   so   far   
this   year?   Whether   you   are   in   a   full-time   remote   setting   or   taking   
part   in   our   Hybrid   days   we   are   grateful   to   have   a   partnership   with   
you.    This   has   not   come   without   its   challenges   as   we   have   had   to   
make   multiple   adjustments   to   schedules,   staffing,   and   
technologies.    In   all   of   these   adjustments,   we   appreciate   your   
flexibility   and   support   as   we   make   changes.   With   so   many   
uncertainties   in   our   community   and   school,   we   really   encourage   
you   to   use   our   social   media   platforms   or   website   to   be   up-to-date   
with   any   school-based   modifications   we   have   to   make   based   on   
additional   guidance.   Here   are   some   quick   links   to   reference:     
https://www.facebook.com/Oakland-Owls-D87-1641815942727873   
https://www.district87.org/Domain/11   
https://www.instagram.com/oaklandowlsd87/   
https://twitter.com/notifications   
and   for   COVID   updates:   
https://www.district87.org/   
  

Gratefully   yours,     
Davi�   LaFranc�   
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 PTO   News   
PTO   Board   of   Directors   2020-2021   

President   : Jessie   O’Daniel   
jessrae_22@yahoo.com      

Vice   President:    Michelle   Hodge   
michellehodge@live.com   

Treasurer:    Kim   Johnson    johnsonk@unit5.org   

Secretary:    Marla   Leman    mkleman1@frontier.com   
If   you   would   like   to   receive   communications   from   the   
Oakland   Elementary   PTO,   please   sign   up   for   emails   
using    http://eepurl.com/bCkmMD .    You   can   also   join   the   
PTO   remind   by   texting   @OPTOD87   to   81010.      

  

  

 The   next   PTO   Meeting   will   be   December   3   at   
6:30   P.M.    This   event   will   still   be   remote   via.   
Zoom.   The   link   will   be   provided   on   the   PTO   
Facebook   page.   Be   on   the   lookout,   there   will   also  
be   another   Dine   to   Donate   event   TBA   in   
November!   

  

 ● Attendance   for   remote   learning   will   be   
taken   everyday.   Your   teacher   will   be   
making   sure   all   students   are   logged   on   by   
9:15   everyday.   If   there   are   any   issues   
logging   on   by   this   time,   please   contact   your   
child’s   teacher.   

  

  
   Giving   thanks   should   not   just   be   a   once   a   year   
event.   At   Oakland   School   we   are   busy   teaching   
students   how   to   be   grateful   for   all   we   have.   
Therefore,   during   the   month   of   December   we   will   
be   focusing   on   gratitude!   We   will   be   on   the   
lookout   for   students   who   are   showing   gratitude   
toward   themselves   and   toward   others.   Please   feel   
free   to   share   with   us   your   children's   success   
Below   are   a   few   helpful   tips   for   how   you   can   
cultivate   gratitude   in   your   home   (adapted   from   
signup.com).   THANK   YOU   for   sharing   your   
children   with   us!   We   are   grateful   for   each   of   you.   
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● Sharing   at   the   Table-   Dinner   is   a   great   time   

to   share   about   the   things   we   are   thankful   
for   each   day.   Go   clockwise   in   a   circle,   
youngest   to   oldest,   or   in   no   order   at   all.   
You   may   give   everyone   a   target   number   
(for   example,   “tell   us   three   things   you   are   
grateful   for”)   or   leave   it   open   ended   for   
people   to   share   whatever   they   are   grateful   
for.   

  
● Thankfulness   Jar-   Decorate   a   jar   and   cut   

up   pieces   of   paper   to   lay   beside   it,   along   
with   a   few   pens   or   pencils.   Show   everyone   
where   the   new   thankfulness   jar   is   (the   
kitchen   counter   is   a   great   spot!)   and   invite   
them   to   add   things   or   experiences   that   they   
are   grateful   for   into   the   jar   through   the   
week.   At   the   end   of   the   week,   take   the   jar   
out   and   read   all   the   items   together   as   a   
family.   

  
  

● Gratitude   Tree-   Create   a   tree   out   of   paper   
or   tape   on   a   wall   or   use   sticks   found   
outside   to   place   in   a   vase,   and   cut   a   pile   of   
leaves   to   hang   or   tape   to   the   tree.   On   the   
leaves,   write   things   you   are   thankful   for.   
Thankfulness   fills   us   up   just   like   when   you   
add   leaves   to   the   gratitude   tree;   add   leaves   
to   your   tree   for   a   few   days   or   a   few   
months,   it’s   up   to   you!   

  
● Draw   a   Picture-   Get   a   giant   piece   of   paper   

and   let   everyone   go   to   town   drawing   things   

they   are   grateful   for.   People,   objects,   trips,   
or   memories-   anything   goes!   

  
● Make   a   Collage-   Let   your   child   have   the   

camera   and   take   photos   of   all   things   they   
are   grateful   for.   You   may   like   to   print   out   
the   pictures   and   then   make   a   collage,   or   
create   a   collage   online   and   then   print   it   for   
them.   

● Gratitude   Journal-   Simply   get   a   notebook   
(or   staple   a   few   pieces   of   paper   together)   
and   write   in   things   that   you   are   grateful   for.   
Keep   it   in   an   easily   accessible   place   and,   
of   course,   let   little   ones   know   they   can   
draw   pictures   instead   of   write   words!   

  

  

  

  

  
 

● Christmas/   Holidays   Due:   Dec.   9   
● Open   Topic    (Anything   you   want)       Due:Dec.   16   
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 Due   to   a   new   waiver   from   the   USDA,   District   87   
will   continue   to   provide   free   meals   for   any   child   18   
and   under   for   the   rest   of   the   2020-21   school   year.   
Breakfast   and   lunch   will   be   available   with   a   
modified,   “grab   and   go”   menu   for   students   
learning   from   home.   Meals   for   students   attending   
in   person   will   be   available   each   school   day   they   
attend.    Meals   will   be   balanced   and   will   contain   
grains,   meat/meat   alternatives,   vegetables,   fruit,   
and   milk.     

If   your   child   has   a   food   allergy,   please   inform   a   
District   87   Food   Service   employee   about   the   
child's   food   allergy   when   you   are   picking   up   
meals.   Please   contact   your   school   if   you   are   
unable   to   pick   up   meals   during   these   times   or   
locations.   

Meals   will   not   be   distributed   during   holiday   
breaks.     

An   additional   reminder   about   applying   for   
free/reduced   meals:   While   all   meals   are   free   
under   the   USDA,    any   family   that   qualifies   for  
free/reduced   price   meals   also   qualifies   for   
waived/reduced   registration   fees.   

Meals   will   be   distributed   from   designated   
locations   on   Tuesdays   and   Thursdays.   A   D87   
food   service   employee   on   site   will   ask   how   many   
children   are   requesting   meals.   

● Pick   up   time   for   Oakland/   Oakland   
Elementary   School,   Front   entrance:   
11:30   -   12:45   

Distribution   reminders:   

● Generally,   two   breakfasts   and   two   lunches   
per   student   will   be   available   to   pick   up   on   
Tuesdays.   Generally,   three   breakfasts   and   
three   lunches   per   student   will   be   available   
for   Thursday   pick   up.     

● Children   do   not   need   to   be   present   for   a   
guardian   to   pick   up   meals.   

● Anyone   feeling   ill   or    experiencing   
COVID-19   symptoms    should   not   attend   the   
meal   pick   up.     

● Please   wear   a   mask   and   maintain   a   6-foot   
distance   between   other   families   as   much   
as   possible   during   meal   pick   up.   

  

  

  

  
  

 Take   a   look   around   and   please   bring   back   any   
library   books   from   last   spring   that   you   may   still   
have!   You   are   welcome   to   drop   them   off    or   drop   
them   in   the   book   bin   at   the   front   doors   of   
Oakland.   
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As   we   get   closer   to   Thanksgiving   and   the   number   of   
COVID   cases   continue   to   rise,   it   may   become   even   
more   challenging   to   remain   with   our   in-person   
schedule.   We   will   continue   to   monitor   these   numbers   
and   the   impact   it   has   on   our   staff   and   student   
attendance.   We   will   also   continue   to   keep   in   close   
contact   with   our   local   hospitals   and   health   department   
to   help   in   our   decision   making   process.   

To   further   help   minimize   this   risk,    the   district   has   made   
the   decision   to   have   all   students   learn   from   home   the   
week   of   Thanksgiving   (November   23-24),   the   week   
after   Thanksgiving   (November   30   -   Dec.   4)   and   the   
week   after   Winter   Break   (Jan.   5-8) .    For   the   remaining   
weeks   of   the   first   semester,   students   will   follow   their   
current   hybrid   schedule.   

This   document   outlines   daily   remote   learning   
schedules   for   Nov.   23   -   Dec.   4.   These   changes   apply   
to   students   who   are   currently   learning   via   the   hybrid,   
in-person   model.   Students   who   are   already   100%   
Remote   Learning   will   maintain   their   current   schedule.   
The   district’s   goal   is   to   have   hybrid   students   return   to   
in-person   learning   the   week   of   December   7   and   
continue   through   the   end   of   the   semester   on   
December   18.   

  *Monday:   9   am   -   12:15   pm   virtual   Zoom   class   
Tuesday   -   Friday:   9   am   -   12:15   pm   virtual   Zoom   class   
with   enrichment   and   small   groups   in   the   afternoon.   
Teachers   will   provide   additional   information   about   
class   expectations.   All   students   attend   class   every   
day.     

  

 *Remote   Learning   Schedule   for   Hybrid   
Students   November   23-   December   4*   

  

  

In   person   model   for   Elementary   (K-5)   Students    will   
follow   the   schedule   below.   On   Independent   Learning   
Days,   students   will   be   offered   learning   opportunities   
from   12:45-2:30.   

  

*   On   Monday   afternoons   all   teachers   will   have   
District-Wide   training   to   attend.    There   may   be   
synchronized   assignments   provided.     

Remote   Learning   Model   for    Elementary    (K-5)     
Each   school   day,   students   will   attend   a   virtual   Zoom   
class   with   a   District   87   teacher   from   9   am   to   12:15   pm,   
with   asynchronous   learning   from   12:45   to   2:30   pm.     
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at   
home   

In-Person   
Instruction   
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 Nurses   Corner   with   Nurse   Spaniol:   

  

  

The   weather   is   changing   and   we   will   be   going   outside   when   possible,   so   please   make   sure   to   
wear   your   winter   coat,   hat   and   gloves.     

Just   a   few   reminders:     

*    I   have   free   oral    thermometers    in   the   nurse's   office   if   you   need   one   at   home.     

* Asthma-   inhaler;    weather   is   ge�ng   cooler.   If   your   child   has   an   inhaler   please   bring   an   extra  one   to   school   
or   keep   it   in   their   book   bag   with   a   medica�on   authoriza�on   form.     

*Vision   exams   for   Kindergartners    were   due   October   15,   2020.    Please   turn   them   in   as   soon   as   possible   or   
contact   school   nurse   for   waiver   if   you   are   unable   to   get   this   done.    

    

Please   feel   free   to   reach   out   via   email   or   call   me   at   school   if   I   can   help   in   any   way.   My   contact   informa�on   here   at   
Oakland   School   309-   662-4302   or   email: spaniolc@district87.org   
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 Giving   thanks   does   not   stop   in   November!    Showing   gra�tude   is   a   proven   way   to   improve   your   
overall   health   and   well-being.    Try   these   Thankful   Challenges   as   you   enter   into   the   holiday   season!   

  

Show   Gra�tude   to   People   Who   Love   You   

   Share   a   specific   example   of   something   they   did for   you   and   how   it   made   a   difference   in   your   life.   

   Compliment   them   on   a   talent,   skill,   or   strength   that   you   admire.   

Show   Gra�tude   to   People   Who   Challenge   You   

Fully   listen   to   what   they   have   to   say.   

Show   empathy   –   put   yourself   in   their   shoes   for   the   moment.   

Show   Gra�tude   to   People   Who   Serve   You   

Give   a   larger   �p   than   usual.   

Exhibit   pa�ence, even   if   you’re   in   a   hurry.   

Show   Gra�tude   to   People   Who   Work   with   You   

Write   a   hand-wri�en   thank   you   note,   acknowledging   things   you   value   about   them   and   their   work.   

Buy   a   co-worker   lunch.   

Send   a   kind   email,   just   for   fun,   not   for   business.   

Show   Gra�tude   for   Yourself   

  Make   a   list   of   ways   you’ve   impressed   yourself   lately.   

Treat   yourself   to   something   you   enjoy.   

If   someone   compliments   you,   thank   them.   *Thank   you   Jessica   Ryder   for   these   great   idea   
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Look   Whooo’s       
Birthday   it   is!   
Happy   Birthday   from   Oakland!   

12/03 Alex 12/12 Victoria    12/26 Jhanavi   

12/03    Oliva    12/12 Ryder 12/27 Angelique   

12/04 Sophiana    12/13 Jaiden    12/28 Andrew   

12/06 David    12/13 Riley 12/28 Layla   

12/06 Madelyn    12/14 Jerry 12/29 Kyler   

12/06 Arianna    12/15 Boshra 12/29 Savion   

12/07 Wyatt 12/15 Claire 12/29 Tanish   

12/07 Leeza 12/16 Leonardo 12/30 Joel   

12/07 Oliva    12/16 Oliver 12/31 Leonardo   

12/08 Aahana    12/17 Caleb    12/31 Lalithahara   

12/08 Zaclary 12/19 Tucker   

12/08 Conner 12/21 Jade   

12/08 Madison 12/22 Morgan   

12/10 Tracey    12/22 Cimaya   

12/10 Anusha    12/22 Rajas   

12/11 Airrean    12/24 Davion   

12/11 Cruz 12/24 Cameron   

12/12 Brooks 12/25 Shivangi   

12/12 Angel 12/26 Mckaiyla   
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December    2020     
  

*Remember   every   Monday   is   a   District   wide   remote   learning   day   starting   at   9   a.m.     
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Sunday     Monday   
(REMOTE)   

Tuesday     
(A)   

Wednesday  
(B)   

Thursday   
(A)   

Friday   
(B)   

Saturday  

  
Reminder   
to   Check   
Website     

   1   
*Remote   
Learning   
Day     

2   
Kitchen   Staff   
appreciation   day   
    
* Remote   
Learning   Day     

3   
* Remote   
Learning   Day     
 
PTO   Meeting   
Via.   ZOOM     

4   
*Remote   
Learning   
Day     

5   

6   
Reminder   
to   Check   
Website     

7   
* Remote   
Learning   
Day     

8   
*Return   to   
Hybrid   
Schedule     

9     
Due:   Flying   Horse   
“Holidays”     

  
*School   Board   
Meeting   6:30   

10   
*Start   of  
Hanukkah  

11    12   

13   
Reminder   
to   Check   
Website     

14   
* Remote   
Learning   
Day     

15   
  

16   
Due:   Flying   Horse   
“Open   topic”     
(anything   you  
want!)   

17   
  

18   
* Last   day   of   
Hanukkah   

  
*End   of   Second   
Grading   Period    

19   
  

20   
  

21   
*Winter   Break   
Begins     

  
*First   day   of   
winter   

  
  

* No   Sc�o��*   

22   
  
  
  
  

* No   Sc�o��*   

23   
Due:   Flying   Horse   
“Open   topic”     
(anything   you  
want!)     

  
  

*No   Sc�o��*   

24   
  
  
  
  

* No   Sc�o��*   

25   
  

*Christmas   
  

  
  

*No   Sc�o��*   

26   
  

*Start   of   
Kwanzaa   

  

27   
  

28   
  
  
  

*No   Sc�o��*   

29   
  
  

  
* No   Sc�o��*   

30   
Due:   Flying   Horse   
“Open   topic”     
(anything   you  
want!)   

  
* No   Sc�o��*   

31   
*New   
Years   Eve   

  
*No   Sc�o��*   

  
  
  
  

*No   Sc�o��*   

  


